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Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

BOSTOCK.-On the 6th inst., at North Pallant, Chichester, the wife of A. S.
Boatock, M.R.C.S.E., of a daughter.

BUCK.-On the 8th inst., at Camden-road, the wife of A. H. Buck,
L.R.C.P.Ed., of a son.

GRAY.-On the 17th ult., in the Bay of Biscay, on board the S.S. " City of
Poonah," bound for Calcutta, the wife of Surgeon H. A. Chatham
Gray, M.B., of H.M.’s Indian Army, of a daughter.

GRIEVE.-On the 10th inst., at Crouch-end, the wife of Robt. Grieve, M.D.,
of a daughter.

REID.-On the 7th inst., at Canonbury-park North, the wife of Alex. Reid,
M.R.C.S.E., of a son.

SANSOM.-On the 7th inst., at Duncan-terrace, City-road, the wife of A. E.
Sansom, M.D., of a son. ____

MARRIAGES.
M’ANDREW&mdash;EYRE.&mdash;On the 12th inst., at the Roman Catholic Church of

Our Lady, St. John’s-wood, James John M’Andrew, M.R.C.S.E., of
Limebouse, formerly of Co. Mayo, to Teresa Mary Wilhelmina, third
daughter of John Joseph Eyre, Esq., J.P., of Clifden Castle, Co. Galway,
and Abbey-road.

ODELL-BAYLIS.-On the 27th ult., at St. John’s Church, Notting-hill, Thos.
Odell, Surgeon, of Hertford, to Hannah, elder daughter of John Baylis,
Esq., of Bengeo, Hertford. ____

DEATHS.
CAMPBELL.-On the 25th ult., at Arundel-street, Strand, John Campbell,

M.D., Surgeon R.N., aged 27.
HARRISON.-On the 6th inst., at Woodbine-street, Westoe, Colpitts Harrison,

L.S.A.L., aged 64.
HAWKE.-On the 17th inst., C. J. Hawke, late Colonial Surgeon, St. Vineent,

West Indies.
LARA.-On the 6th inst., Benj. Walters Lara, Esq., of Pal sgrave-place, Temple,

London (only son of Benj. Lara, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., late of Southsea,
Hants), in his 53rd year.

M’DERMOTT.-On the lOth inst., John M’Dermott, M.D., of Shrewsbury-
road, Westbourne-park, aged 78.

NEWMAN.-On the 4th inst., at New John-street West, Birmingham, A. S.
Newman, M.R.C.S.E.

OFFICER.-On the 24th ult., at Fetteresso, Kineardineshire, Alex. Murray
Officer, M.D., aged 55.

RIDLEY.-On the 3rd inst., John Ridley, M.D., of Moore Hall, Tullamore,
aged 59.

SHARPE.-On the 3rd inst., at Wilton-street, Liverpool, Robt. Sharpe, M.D.,
aged 47. ____

[N.B.-A fee of 5s. is chargedfor the insertion of Notices of Births,
Marriages, and Deaths.]

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers to

Correspondents.
HOM&OElig;OPATHY.

WE pretend to no excessive modesty; but a correspondent, who has
addressed us on the subject of homoeopathy, is a little more sanguine
as to the effects of our articles than we are when he seems to expect
them "to eradicate this plague-spot from our profession." Human

nature is a very weak thing, even after having been subjected to a medical
education. It is still more weak and impressible outside the profession.
And we believe that if we wrote an article every week, ever so moderate
and convincing, many would be of the same opinion still. The School
Board will have to be a much older institution before quacks, in or out oj
the profession, will fail in finding believers. For all that, we agree with
our correspondent that it is proper now and again to indicate the points
which distinguish scientific medicine from hom&oelig;opathy. It is but a short
time since we held up to ridicule the doctrines of the founder of homeeo-

pathy. These doctrines are now so far abandoned that many of his fol-
lowers would wish to obliterate the name of homoeopath from the dic-
tionary. They seem angry with us for using it; but we are not responsible
for it, and they cannot get rid of it. Many of the followers of Hahnemann
still stick to it, and, with a strange mixture of brass and innocence, put it
on their brass-plates, Dr. So-and-so, ffomceopath. It is not we who have

separated the followers of Hahnemann. They have separated themselves.
They have left the great host of plodding workers in therapeutics, and
thought to arrive at knowledge and skill in curing disease, not by work
and observation, but by adopting a theory the most absurd and improbable
that was ever imagined. This theory is being contradicted every day by
discoveries as to the curative action of medicines. It has always been con-
tradicted by the common sense of the profession and of the public. Almost
every week witnesses some new discovery of the power of one drug to
cure the poisonous effect produced by another; but in every such case the
medicines are antagonistic, and not homoeopathic in their action. And so
it is likely to be in regard to the cure of disease. But we are not going to
fall into the error of the homoeopaths, and amuse ourselves by construct-
ing a theory. We must be content to observe facts. It is unexciting work.
But the observer of one real fact is worth a hundred Hahnemanns, who
on a baseless theory have accumulated an unprecedented number of false
conclusions.

THE SAMARITAN INVALID BEDSTEAD ApPARATUS.
SOME weeks ago a correspondent sought for information through our
columns as to an invalid bed which could be raised to any angle. The.
result of the search would seem to imply the existence of a need for more
effective appliances for the comfort of bedridden patients. We have

recently had an opportunity of inspecting an apparatus constructed by
Mr. Wm. Jack, of 118, Culford-road, E., which, from its ingenuity and
completeness, is worthy of notice. By its means a sufferer, though con-
fined to bed, may for a time be rendered almost independent of nurses
and attendants. The apparatus consists of an iron framework and sacking,.
capable of being attached to an ordinary iron bedstead. By simply turn-
ing a handle on the right-hand side, the invalid may raise to any angle the
head and shoulder portion of the apparatus, and at the same time depress
the part on which the legs rest, so as to convert his recumbency into a
sitting posture. The head board is fitted in snch a manner that the

patient may without difficulty bring it in front of him to serve as a firm
table, to which, if desired, a reading desk may be readily affixed. Another
important adjunct is the appliance for the use of the bed-pan. By mani-
pulating a handle on the left hand of the bedstead, a pad slips from the
centre of the mattress, and the commode is brought beneath the patient;
again, it is removed and the pad restored to its former position by Phifting
the handle in the reverse direction. All this may be done by the invalid
himself whilst lying down. Not the least valuable feature of the appa-
ratus is the device by which the nurse, by pulling a strap, may gently
turn the patient on to either side of the bed-an arrangement the advan-
tage of which will be readily appreciated by anyone who has had much
experience of the difficulties attending bedridden cases. One or two-
minor matters, though useful, in connexion with the apparatus, need not.
be specially mentioned.

Hopeless.-We never recommend a particular physician or surgeon.

THE GERMAN HOSPITAL, DALSTON.
To the Editor ofTHB IraNasx.

SIR,-The columns of the principal daily journal of the 17th April report,
under the above heading, that this hospital was honoured on the previous
day by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales presiding at its anniversary
dinner. This kindly and condescending act on the part of His Royal
Highness, even independent of the magnificent pecuniary result (&pound;5000), is
so encouraging to every well-wisher of that most useful institution that I,.
as one of them, cannot help remembering some incidents, from which it
would appear that the very idea of such a hospital for London was coeval
with the birth of His Royal Highness, and that his baptism exercised no’
small influence on that idea being successfully carried out.
In 18n and 1842 I was greatly impressed with the desirability of such a

hospital-nay, I felt sure there was a great want of it for the German poor
in London. I frequently gave expression to this thought of mine in private,
with more or less effect; but one Sunday (in 1842), on my seeing the Prince’s
sponsor, His Majesty the late King of Prussia, during divine service in
St. Paul’s Cathedral, I was at once attracted by the genial and kindly
countenance of the King to select him as the one to whom I might with
confidence communicate the resolution which I had formed of carrying my
idea into effect. I wrote a letter intended for the King after his return to-
Berlin, in which I represented the whole object in view, with all the reasons
for it; but I still hesitated to send it on until my kind and valued friend,
the Rev. Mr. Sydone, Chaplain of His Majesty, then in London, forwarded
it to the Minister of State, Von Miihler, at Berlin. His Majesty the King
appears to have read the letter with all the warmth of his heart; for he
immediately instructed his Excellency, the late Chevalier Bunsen, his

’ Ambassador here, to put himself in communication with me on the sub-
ject. Upon that I addressed myself with like confidence to Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen of England and to Her Royal Consort, who’
were both pleased to take a very great interest in the matter, and I had the
distinguished honour of being personally introduced to his Royal Highness

! the Prince by the late Baron von Stockmar. I shall never forget the words
of the Prince on that occasion, who advised me not to allow myself to be

deterred by any difficulties that might arise, as the plan was too good ever
to be given up; nor can I forget the immediate result of that interview,

’ because I obtained between &pound; 500 and J6600 in subscriptions on that day, the
! late Mr. Frederick Huth heading the list with &pound;200. I after that asked
, the candid opinion of some of the most eminent English physicians and
, surgeons, who all expressed themselves highly in favour of the plan. Thus

encouraged, I unremittingly worked on, first for a long while yet single-
handed, and then with a Committee that was formed at my instigation,
when the subscriptions already amounted to above &pound; 1300, and I did not rest

. till my original plan of an independent institution, with sanatorium and
dispensaries, was carried out in all its details.
The hospital was opened under the auspices of H R H. the present Duke

’ of Cambridge (then Prince George) on the 15th October, 1845, the birth-day
! of the late King of Prussia, and I had the good fortune of receiving the
, first patient iuto it, of giving it my services (having gratefully declined the

offer of .S200 per annum) as honorary directing physician during the first
few difficult years of its existence, and of organising a wider sphere of its
usefulness by the free admission of English applicants as out-patients to.
the hospital.

I remain, Sir, yours most respectfully,
J. C. H. FREUND, M.D.,

Late Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals
London, May 6th, 1875. (during the Crimean War).

OBSTETRIC CLAMPS.
Mr. J. W. Ayres (Greenwich) has forwarded for our inspection a pair of’
small obstetric clamps, which he appears to think will prove of service to-
obstetricians. They are neatly got up, and enclosed in a small, easily
portable case, and it is quite conceivable that they should be found useful
in certain complications which are met with in the practice of midwifery.
They are made by Perry and Co., of Greenwich and London.

Dr. -Fothergill.-Very soon.


